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REFOCUS THE DEPARTMENT OF CANNABIS REGULATION’S MISSION 
ONTO SOCIAL EQUITY INSTEAD OF RECREATING REGULATORY 

SYSTEMS THAT ALREADY EXIST FOR LIQUOR BUSINESSES 
 
February 3, 2022 
 
Los Angeles Mayor’s Office & City Council 
200 N. Spring Street 
Los Angeles, CA  90012 
 
Dear Mayor Garcetti & Councilmember de León 
 
We declare that on February 1, a Brown Act noticed public meeting was held by the Eagle Rock Neighborhood Council 
(ERNC) at which a quorum was present.  The following motion passed unanimously: 
 

The City’s cannabis permitting system is fundamentally broken and it is broken because the Department 
of Cannabis Regulation (DCR) is split between its unique and critical mission to advance social equity, 
while also at the same time attempting to recreate from scratch a regulatory regime and system that 
already exists for liquor.  Their social equity mission risks being dragged down by their non-functioning 
permit & license system that today (intentionally or unintentionally) operates under a cloak of secrecy 
allowing applicants to evade any meaningful public outreach and notification prior to their businesses 
opening.   
 
To that end, we request that the Mayor’s office, City Council, and the Cannabis Regulation Commission 
immediately implement the following steps: 
 

1. Require neighborhood outreach, public notification, public input, and public hearings for all 
Cannabis businesses benchmarked to their closest liquor equivalent (ie, liquor stores for retail 
dispensaries, breweries for non-retail businesses, etc.) 

2. Require that DCR proactively disclose all license applications to Neighborhood Councils and 
other interested parties the same as the Planning Department already does for their case-filings. 

3. Halt all Temporary permit applications (including those at 1118 and 2615 Colorado) within the 
Eagle Rock Neighborhood Council until they perform that bona-fide public outreach and 
notification because there is no analogue for these temporary permits in our current liquor 
regulations. 

4. Require that all cannabis cases (past, present, and pending) be shown on the Planning 
department’s existing ZIMAS platform. 

5. Require that all cannabis complaints go through the standard 311 system instead of DCR’s 
current complaint portal that does not inform the submitter of the status of the complaint. 

6. Ensure that neighborhoods that abut other more restrictive jurisdictions (like Eagle Rock does 
with Glendale and Pasadena) do not end up with undue concentrations of businesses due to the 
mismatch in municipal regulation.  If necessary to counteract this undue concentration, enact a 



moratorium on any new Temporary permits or any renewal of expiring Temporary permits in 
these affected areas. 

 
It is unacceptable that the ERNC only found out about additional cannabis businesses attempting to open in our 
neighborhood because of billboards and word of mouth.  The absence of timely,proactive notification from DCR and their 
unwillingness to require bona-fide outreach by applicants to the Neighborhood Councils is flatly unacceptable; there is no 
reason that regulated cannabis businesses undergo less scrutiny and required outreach than liquor-stores and it leads to the 
impression that DCR primarily is working on behalf of the businesses instead of the citizens of LA. 
 
The City of Los Angeles already has a robust permitting and enforcement system for liquor and it is long past time that 
cannabis be folded into that system.  Based on the testimony from multiple ERNC meetings over the year, it is clear that 
DCR does not have the staff necessary to fulfill what it’s core mission should be – “to decrease disparities in life outcomes 
for marginalized communities, and to address the disproportionate impacts of the War on Drugs in those communities” while 
simultaneously attempting to duplicate from scratch other processes and procedures that already exist in other departments.  
There is no evidence that either task is being performed acceptably and it is time for the City to end this experiment in 
parallel tracks and merge DCR’s ineffectual attempts with those departments that already have demonstrated core 
competency in administering these types of simple permit processes: 
 

1. Responsibility for issuing landuse clearances for all cannabis businesses should be immediately re-assigned to the 
Planning Department and LADBS (the same as it already is for liquor businesses) 

2. Responsibility for investigating complaints should immediately be re-assigned to the Police Department and 
LADBS Code Enforcement (the same as it already is for liquor businesses) 

3. The record-keeping, case-files, and complaints should immediately be accessible through ZIMAS 
4. Responsibility for preventing ‘regulatory-capture’ of the cannabis licensing system should be immediately assigned 

to the City Controller and/or City Attorney. 
5. Responsibility for ensuring that undue concentration of cannabis businesses do not occur should also be 

transferred to the Planning Department and should inform the Community Plan and Specific Plan updates as well 
as any necessary Interim Control Ordinances (ICOs). 

 
Eliminating these redundant portions of DCR will both allow for better and more meaningful information and participation by 
the public and will also free up DCR to focus on ensuring that our licensing system DOES foreground social equity and can 
play a restorative role.  Successfully executing that core mission is not dependent on licenses being issued under a cloak of 
secrecy and will be helped by sunshine on the system. 
 
As noted above, our neighborhood is especially attuned to this issue both because of ongoing, unresolved issues at one of 
the dispensaries within our boundaries as well as the geographic fact that we are surrounded on three-sides by Glendale 
and Pasadena which have much stricter regulations.  According to the State Department of Cannabis Control, within the 
ERNC boundaries we have three licensed retail dispensaries (that we know of) or 1 for every 10,893 residents in that same 
area.  By contrast, Pasadena only has two dispensaries and Glendale has none which is 1 for every 167,621 residents in 
that same area.  Absent evidence that Eagle Rockers are consuming 15-times the cannabis of our neighbors, this is a strong 
indicator that our community is getting significant ‘spill-over’ from the neighboring municipalities (this seems to also be 
affecting Sunland-Tujunga as well from the state map.) 
 
This spill-over may not necessarily be a blighting issue, but it’s definitely one that must be discussed in public and one that 
the City of Los Angeles’ departments should be actively engaging with the Neighborhood Councils on.  These types of 
issues are ones that the Planning Department is best qualified to address through the Community Plan updates, changes to 
our existing Specific Plan, or Interim Control Ordinances. 
 



 
(https://search.cannabis.ca.gov/retailers - accessed in 1/29/2022) 
 
In closing, it is important to note that the vast majority of the public commenters and the Board members who spoke during 
our multiple meetings on cannabis over the years have voiced support for the legal adult use of cannabis.  Nothing in this 
letter should be construed or interpreted as the ERNC or its members opposing the laws of the State of California on this 
point or that the Board opposes the emerging adult-use recreational cannabis industry in Los Angeles writ large.  What we 
are all loudly asking is that the City of Los Angeles effectively and efficiently regulate cannabis by using the tools it already 
has.   
 
Please place this letter in the case file, and acknowledge its receipt via email to: executive@ernc.la. Thank you. 
 
Respectfully, 
 
 
Richard Loew 
President, Eagle Rock Neighborhood Council   
 
cc:  Mayor Eric Garcetti 

Office of Councilmember Kevin De Leon 
City Attorney Mike Feuer 
City Controller Ron Galperin 
Cannabis Regulation Commission President Robert Ahn 

 Cannabis Regulation Commission Vice-President Thryeris Mason 
DCR Executive Director Cat Packer 

 DCR Assistant Executive Director Michelle Garakian 
 
 


